
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY 
AFFILIATED PLANS, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 
Civil Action No. 18-cv-2133 

v. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
TREASURY, et al., 

Defendants. 

DECLARATION OF ELENA HUNG 

I, Elena Hung, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the following facts, and if called as a witness I 

could and would testify competently as to their truth. 

2. I am the President and co-founder of Little Lobbyists, LLC. In that capacity, I am 

familiar with the full scope of Little Lobbyists' operations. I have led Little Lobbyists since its 

inception in 2017. 

3. Little Lobbyists is an organization of families who have medically complex 

children requiring significant medical care. Its mission is to advocate on behalf of the millions 

of such children across the country to ensure that their stories are heard and their access to 

quality health care is protected. 

4. Little Lobbyists submitted comments to the government in response to the 

proposed STLDI Rule. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of Little Lobbyists' 

comments. 
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5. As explained in Little Lobbyists' comments, the families it represents are not 

likely to be eligible for STLDI plans because their children's medical conditions are preexisting 

conditions, which means they likely will not satisfy the medical underwriting conditions 

associated with STLDI plans. 

6. In addition, the children of these families often require extensive, and expensive, 

medical care. As such, they may be practically excluded from STLDI plans, which are exempt 

from the Affordable Care Act's prohibition of annual and lifetime caps on medical care, even if 

those plans are willing to approve a family's application. 

7. The families whose interests Little Lobbyists represents are often not able to 

know about and anticipate their family's medical needs, through no fault of their own. For 

example, a couple who purchases an STLDI plan may then find themselves expecting a child 

during the year-long STLDI plan term; if that child is born prematurely, they may require 

medical care costing into the millions of dollars. In such circumstances, the Affordable Care 

Act's assurance that insurance providers cannot deny coverage because their bills have reached a 

certain amount may be all that makes it affordable for them to obtain the care necessary to keep 

their child alive. If these families instead have STLDI coverage, they will face devastating 

emotional trauma in addition to financial ruin. 

8. In addition to the families who are harmed because they purchase STLDI 

insurance, families which choose to maintain their current insurance will be harmed by the 

STLDI Rule. The STLDI Rule allows insurers to cherry-pick healthy individuals away from the 

individual insurance market, worsening the risk pool for individuals who remain in the ACA-

compliant insurance markets. As a result, insurers will raise premiums for those who remain on 
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the insurance market, forcing them to choose between being harmed by losing their medical 

coverage or being harmed by paying increased premiums. 

9. Many families on whose behalf Little Lobbyists advocates are not eligible for 

premium tax credits, meaning they will bear the full burden of the premium cost increases. Some 

will likely be unable to afford the increased costs, will lose coverage, and will be unable to 

access needed medical care. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. Executed on September 28, 2018, at Silver Spring, MD. 

/s/ Elena Hung 
Elena Hung 

3 3 

the insurance market, forcing them to choose between being harmed by losing their medical 

coverage or being harmed by paying increased premiums.   

9. Many families on whose behalf Little Lobbyists advocates are not eligible for 

premium tax credits, meaning they will bear the full burden of the premium cost increases. Some 

will likely be unable to afford the increased costs, will lose coverage, and will be unable to 

access needed medical care.  

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. Executed on September 28, 2018, at Silver Spring, MD. 

_/s/ Elena Hung________________ 
Elena Hung  

Case 1:18-cv-02133-RJL   Document 10-5   Filed 09/28/18   Page 3 of 6



Exhibit A Exhibit A 

Case 1:18-cv-02133-RJL   Document 10-5   Filed 09/28/18   Page 4 of 6



9/28f2018 Regulations.gov - Comment 

reguldions.gov 
Your Voice in Federal Decisoon•Making 

MD 

The is a Comment on the Centers for Medicare Medicaid Services 
(CMS) Proposed Rule: Short-Term, Llmtted-DuratIon Insurance CMS-
9924-P 

For related information, Open Docket Folder

Comment 

Little Lobbyists is an organization of families with one thing in common: 
we all have medically complex children requiring significant medical 
care. Our mission is to advocate on behalf of the millions of such 
children across the country to ensure that their stories are heard and 
their access to quality health care is protected. 

America badly needs changes to health care laws and regulations that 
expand access to care and decrease costs; however, these changes 
must not come at the expense of necessary care and financial 
protections for vulnerable children and their families. Unfortunately, that 
is just what the proposed rule would do. By allowing short term 
insurance plans for up to a year in length that would not contain basic 
protections provided by the Affordable Care Act including the prohibition 
on discrimination against individuals with preexisting conditions and the 
prohibition of annual caps on medical care children with complex 
medical needs across the country, and their families, will be harmed in 
multiple ways. 

As is the case with many medical conditions, parents of children with 
complex medical needs are frequently not in the position to know about 
and anticipate the care their children will need, through no fault of their 
own. For such families, the protections afforded by the Affordable Care 
Act are literally life-saving. Children born prematurely, or with other 
complex medical needs, often require extended hospital stays with 
medical care billed into the millions of dollars. The need for 
comprehensive medical care frequently continues long after they are 
finally discharged home. The protections in the Affordable Care Act 
ensure that insurance providers cannot deny coverage for medical care 
because their medical bills reach a certain threshold. It ensures that 
they have access to lifesaving prescription drugs. It ensures that the 
preexisting conditions these children are born with will not prevent their 
ability to access care into the future. 

The short-term insurance plans proposed in this rule eviscerates those 
protections. Families purchasing such plans for health coverage, whose 
children subsequently encounter medical difficulties, will soon find these 
insurance plans to be worthless failing to cover the specific, life-saving 
care their child needs, and taking coverage away completely if care 
becomes too expensive. On top of the trauma and stress that comes 
with a sick child, these families will face financial ruin as well. While our 
focus is on medically complex children, this outcome is no less true for 
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any individual who encounters unforeseen medical complications, be it 
through sickness or an accident. 

The damage would not be limited to those families buying short-term 
plans created by this proposed rule. For those families that remain in 
ACA-compliant plans to ensure they receive the care their child needs, 
the cost of insurance premiums would increase, leading to financial 
hardship realities that the proposed rule explicitly concedes. Once 
again, children and families who are most in need of care and financial 
protection will be the most negatively affected. 

As we stated at the outset, Americas health insurance system needs 
fixing. Access to care must be expanded so that all Americans can 
receive the care they require, and the cost of this care must be 
controlled so that financial hardship and bankruptcy due to medical care 
is reduced to a terrible relic of bygone days. There are ways of meeting 
this vital goal. Americans demand it. Unfortunately, this proposed rule, 
which provides a path to less comprehensive care and higher medical 
costs for our nations most vulnerable, is a harmful leap backwards. 

On behalf of the millions of children with complex medical needs and 
their families, we ask that the proposed rule be rescinded and replaced 
by one that truly sets access to comprehensive and affordable health 
care for all Americans as its cornerstone. 

https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=CMS-2018-0015-8572 2/2 

Case 1:18-cv-02133-RJL   Document 10-5   Filed 09/28/18   Page 6 of 6


