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Declaration oflris An elina Castro

1, Iris Angelina Castro; upon my personal knowledge, hereby declare as follows:
l. I am a United States citizen.
2. [ current]y live in Springfield, Massachusetts with my U.S. citizen son. I recently
became unemployed.
3. I currently have state health insurance.
4. I have sponsored an immigrant visa application(s) for my husband,
so that I can reunite with him here.
5. My husband is a national of the Dominican Republic and currently resides there.
I married my husband in the Dominican Republic on May 24, 2018.
6. I applied for my husband to come to the United States on November 14, 2018.

The Fonn 1~130 was approved on May 30, 2019.
7.

Since then, I arn in the process of filing all of the necessary docwnents with the

NYC so that we can be scheduled for an interview.
8.

Recently I received news of the October 4 Presidential Proclamation detailing the
ban on their entry unless my husband wm be covered by approved health
insurance within 30 qays oft~c aJien's entry into ttie United States, or un]ess the
alien possesses the financial resources to pay for reasonably foreseeable medical
costs.

9. This news is devastating becam,e I am currently unemployed. Several weeks ago
I was employed as a teacher; however, my son became very ill and I was required
to stay home with him. I was forced to quit my job and I lost al1 of my benefits.
Because I am unable to work, l have no source of income and no money to be

able to show that we can afTord private health insurance for my husband.
10. I have already been living apart from my husband for nearly a year, and the
separation has been exceptionally painful. Furthermore, I am currently pregnant
with our first child together. This is our first daughter and it is painful to think
that he wi11 not be here for her birth and that I will have to raise my daughter
without her father.
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11. I understand that under the new Proclamation I am indefinitely unable to reunite
with husband. When I ]earned that our separation will be prolonged, I felt lost
and overwhehned. I need my husband in the United States to work so that I can
stay home and care for our children. Unfortunately, without him, 1 am forced to
have to use public benefits as my only way to survive. If he were allowed to
come to the United States, my financial crisis would be significantly alJeviated.
12. I am of Hispanic heritage. I believe that the purpose of the Proclamation is meant
to prevent people ]ikc me and my family from emigrating to the United States and
reuniting with family. The President's statcmcnlc; and views behind this
Proclamation make me fee] targeted a.nd has caused me anxiety. This is a time in
which my husband and I should be celebrating our marriage and the birth of our
daughter but instead we are being forced to live apart. Our lives are on hold.

13. I am wi1ling lo serve as a class representative on behalf of those who are similarly
situated to me and cannot have family members join them in the United States
because of the current restrictions.
14. I know that if the class is certified I will be representing more than just myself in
this case. l have spoken \.Vith the lawyers who represent me about what being a
class representative means. I want lo help cvery<>ne in my situation because we
are all suffering due to the unfair restrictiuns on admissions imposed by this
Administration.

I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the
foregoing is true and correct. Executed at _ _ _ __ _ on October

J;J_, 2019.

Iris Angelina Castro

