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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

AUSTIN DIVISION 

 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD CENTER FOR 

CHOICE; et al.,  

 

Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

GREG ABBOTT, in his official capacity as 

Governor; et al., 

 

Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

CIVIL ACTION 

 

CASE NO. 1:20-cv-323-LY 

 

DECLARATION OF KAMYON CONNER, M.S.W.  

 

KAMYON CONNER, M.S.W. hereby declares under penalty of perjury that the following 

statements are true and correct: 

1. I am the Executive Director of the North Texas Equal Access Fund (“TEA Fund”), 

a Dallas-based nonprofit organization that provides direct financial assistance to people who want 

to end a pregnancy but cannot afford abortion care in Texas.  

2. I have provided services at TEA Fund for nearly fifteen years, first as a volunteer 

fielding calls for assistance to our hotline, known as the Helpline, from 2006 to 2013, and then as 

a Board Member and Intake Coordinator until 2018.  In the latter roles, I helped shape the mission 

and strategy of the organization based on our clients’ experiences, and I participated in the TEA 

Fund’s financial and resource distribution planning .  

3. In my current role as Executive Director of the TEA Fund, I oversee our Helpline; 

Client Engagement Program, which supports clients throughout the process of terminating a 

pregnancy, including in-person support during an abortion procedure; Caller Engagement 

Program, which organizes people throughout Texas to advocate for abortion access with dignity, 
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including by sharing stories of their abortion experiences; and Communications. These programs 

are run by six other staff members and over 125 active volunteers.  

4. I provide the following testimony based on personal knowledge acquired through 

my service at the TEA Fund and review of the organization’s business records.  

Ongoing Challenges to Obtaining Abortion Care in Texas 

5. In 2019, the Helpline received over 6,500 calls from people seeking help paying 

for an abortion. The calls came from 110 counties in Texas, many of them rural. At least 70% of 

the callers already had a child. Texas requires most patients to make two trips to obtain abortion 

care, which imposed transportation and childcare costs on many of the callers while depriving 

them of wages. For some, efforts to gather resources on their own had forced them to delay their 

appointments, which only increased the cost of their abortion care because it occurred at a later 

gestational age.  

6. The TEA Fund allocates funds for abortions per week and only provides financial 

assistance for those scheduled within seven days of a call. A caller can qualify for assistance 

depending on their financial circumstances, the amount of financial aid they are able to obtain from 

other sources, and the total cost of the abortion.  When a caller qualifies, the TEA Fund sends a 

financial voucher to the abortion provider with whom the patient’s appointment is scheduled and 

pays the provider after the patient has received care. In 2019, the TEA Fund provided over 

$277,000 to assist 924 Texas residents in obtaining abortions.  

7. Unfortunately, financial constraints prevent us from providing financial assistance 

to every caller who needs it and from covering the full cost of the abortion for the callers we can 

help. In 2019, we were able to provide financial assistance to about one-quarter of the people who 

requested it. Through our Client Engagement Program, we have observed that some callers who 
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receive our assistance experience an emotional strain from having to meet the remaining costs, 

which makes their overall abortion experience stressful.  

Impact of Executive Order 

8. The public health crisis precipitated by COVID-19 has exacerbated the difficulties 

Texans, particularly low-income people and people of color, have affording abortion care. Many 

of our recent callers are struggling with layoffs and furloughs, dealing with the possibility of 

eviction, experiencing other unforeseen medical costs, and contending with increased utility bills 

caused by sheltering at home.  

9. I understand that Attorney General Paxton has interpreted an Executive Order by 

Governor Abbott concerning the public health crisis to ban most abortions. I also understand that 

this interpretation would eliminate most or all abortion care for my clients, which would have a 

devastating effect on their well-being.  

10. The TEA Fund began committing funding for abortions in Texas for the current 

seven-day period on Thursday, March 19. The Attorney General publicized its interpretation on 

Monday, March 23. Between March 19 and 23, we committed funding to more than two dozen 

clients, many of whom will now be unable to obtain an abortion in Texas while the Executive 

Order remains in effect. At least four of those clients are over 18 weeks lmp. They will undoubtedly 

lose the ability to obtain an abortion in Texas before the Executive Order expires on April 21, 

2020.  

11. The inability to receive an abortion in Texas usually drives TEA Fund clients to 

seek that care out-of-state, including New Mexico, Colorado, and Louisiana. But long-distance 

travel is increasingly dangerous and difficult during the public health crisis given the toll of 

COVID-19 on already-limited resources and the pronounced difficulty of securing childcare 
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during the crisis. Moreover, my understanding from collaborating with abortion funds and 

providers in other states is that abortion care is presently unavailable in Louisiana. Clients who are 

unable to access abortion in Texas or do so in another State are forced to remain pregnant against 

their will, which can cause them and their families extreme anguish, and potentially forced to carry 

to term.  

 

Dated: March 25, 2020 

 

 

 

         /S/ Kamyon Conner 

          Kamyon Conner 

          Executive Director 

          TEA Fund 
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