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July 31, 2022 
 
 
David Smith 
Clerk of Court 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit 
Filed Electronically 
 
RE: Wall v. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, No. 22-11532-BB 
 
 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
 

I write to bring your attention to the Motion to Compel Clerk filed today by four leaders of amicus 
curiae groups and myself concerning your staff’s troubling failure to docket four friend-of-the-court briefs 
that were timely filed in this case July 5. This has been an ongoing issue during this appeal and I hope you 
will take action to correct this systemic problem of your staff refusing to allow pro se friends of the court 
to submit briefs despite having approval of both parties and meeting all requirements of FRAP 29.  

 
The problems are detailed in the motion and the eight attached exhibits, so I need not repeat them 

here. I urge you to develop procedures to allow the easy filing of pro se amicus curiae briefs. This can be 
accomplished by actually linking the ECF accounts of pro se amici to the case to permit them to e-file. The 
major problem now is your staff is telling amici to file using ECF, but when they register and attempt to 
link to this case, they receive a message that they are not authorized to file because they are not parties. 
Despite numerous contacts to your staff by multiple friends, your employees have done nothing to fix this 
problem.  

 
Another simple option is to instruct your staff to accept pro se amicus curiae briefs by e-mail, as is 

done in many other federal courts including the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
As you’ll see in the motion and exhibits, all four groups of amici in this case filed their briefs with Case 
Administrator Tonya Richardson and Deputy Clerk Eleanor Dixon, but these employees did nothing but 
blockade filing. All amici mailed four paper copies of their briefs to your office as required, yet none of 
those has been scanned and docketed.  

 
Perhaps your office does not receive many amicus curiae briefs from pro se interested parties. I hope 

this case brings to light the multiple deficiencies in your procedures in this area. I surely hope you will 
ensure this problem gets fixed. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
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                    Yours truly, 
 

                    

                    Appellant/Plaintiff 
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