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Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

MISSOULA DIVISION 

MONTANA MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION, et al., 

  Plaintiffs, 

 and 

MONTANA NURSES 

ASSOCIATION, 

  Plaintiff-Intervenors, 

 v. 

AUSTIN KNUDSEN, et al., 

  Defendants. 

CV 21-108-M-DWM 

 

 

 

SECOND DECLARATION OF 

MARK CARPENTER 

 

I, Mark Carpenter, declare, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 and under penalty 

of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct: 
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1. As a kidney transplant patient, I have been required to see a number of 

different health care providers on a routine basis.  In the past two years, I have had 

routine visits to the dermatologist, cardiologist, nephrologist, infectious disease 

specialist, ophthalmologist for eye surgery as a result of my treatments (based on 

the extremely high doses of prednisone required in conjunction with the transplant 

surgery), and dentist.  These are not “optional” treatments—if I do not attend these 

visits, I face the real risk of serious illness or death.  Despite my 

immunocompromised condition and the risks of exposure, to maintain my health 

and honor the lifesaving gift I received from my sister (her kidney), I cannot avoid 

these necessary health care treatments.   

2. My immune system is compromised, due to medications I must take 

because of my kidney transplant.  As a result, I am required to take certain 

precautions, even when seeking medical treatment.  For example, due to a prior 

mitral valve repair (necessary for the transplant surgery), I am required to take 

antibiotics before I go to the dentist for a routine cleaning or other dental 

procedures. 

3. The majority of my healthcare treatments require in-person visits and 

cannot be accomplished via telehealth or video. 

4. While most of my healthcare treatments could not be postponed, over 

the last two years I did delay and reduced the number of times I saw my primary 
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care provider, because of my increased risk and the pandemic. 

5. Originally, I believed that my medical providers were all vaccinated. 

However, after House Bill 702 and more media attention regarding the anti-

vaccination movement, I learned that may not be the case in Montana. 

6. As a result, 1 had conversations with my primary care physician, 

nephrologist, and infectious disease physician regarding the fact that each are fully 

vaccinated. However, I was aware that, due to House Bi l l 702, these providers 

were unable to tell me whether their staff or other providers in their office were 

vaccinated and were unable to take any steps to prevent me from being treated by 

unvaccinated staff. 

7. Because of House Bi l l 702,1 was placed in the untenable position of 

having to choose between receiving potentially life-saving treatments and risk 

exposure to vaccine-preventable diseases from non-vaccinated healthcare workers, 

or avoiding non-vaccinated healthcare workers and foregoing potentially life-

saving treatments. 

D A T E D this f day of September, 2022. 

A % - x A T 
Mark Carpenter 
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